Interview of Pope Benedict XVI with
journalists during his flight to the United
Kingdom (16 September 2010)

At the beginning of 2010, it was in Berlin, at
the Jesuit College of St Canisius, that the
problem of sexual abuse scandals was first
made public in Germany. Many people will
expect the Pope to make some sort of
reference to these scandals. Here are
some elements of his answer from his flight
to the United Kingdom, where similar cases
had occurred:

1 “These revelations were a shock for
me. They are a great sadness, and it is
hard to understand how this perversion of
the priestly ministry was possible. The
priest at the moment of ordination, a
moment for which he prepared for years,
says “yes” to Christ, in order to be his
mouth, his hand, and to serve with all his
being so that the Good Shepherd who
loves us, who helps and guides us to the
truth, may be present in the world. How a
man who has said and done this can
afterwards fall into such perversions is
difficult to understand....”

2 “Itis a great sadness, a great
sadness also that Church leadership was
not sufficiently vigilant and sufficiently swift
and decisive in taking the necessary
measures. On account of this, we are living
a time of penance, humility, renewed
sincerity, as | wrote to the Irish Bishops....”

3 “Ouir first interest must be the
victims: how to repair the damage, how to
assist these persons in overcoming their
trauma, in finding life again, in finding trust
in the message of Christ. Care,
commitment in favour of the victims, is the
first priority, together with material,
psychological, and spiritual assistance....”

4 “Secondly, there is the problem of
those who are guilty. A just penalty must
exclude them from all access to young
people. We know that this is an illness, that
free will does not rule where this illness is
present, and that we must protect these
persons from themselves....”

5 “Thirdly, there is the question of
prevention through education and the
selection of candidates to the

priesthood....”
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Information for the Mission in
General

Our Mission offers pastoral care, religious
education (children and adults: First Holy
Communion, Confirmation).

Baptisms, weddings, hospital and home visits
can be arranged through the Priest.

WORD OF THE PRIEST Liturgy

July/August/September 2011
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result also depends on us. Let us go to the Olympic
Stadium. Let us listen to Pope Benedict. Let us give
him a warm welcome. God bless the Pope!
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